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SECOND   QUARTERLY   OUTLOOK  FOR  WORLD 
MEAT   PRODUCTION  AND   TRADE  J^/    in  1979 

The   second   forecast   of  meat   production   in   the   key  commercial 
markets   of   the  world   continues    to   indicate   another  record 
year   for  meat   output   in   1979.      Substantial   gains   in  pork  and 
poultry  output  are   expected   to   outweigh  a  6  percent  decline 
in  beef   production    (Table   3).      The   reduction   of   beef  supplies 
is   expected   to   result   in  higher   net   imports    into  these 
markets    (Table  4). 

While   total   supplies   of  meat   appear   plentiful,  growing 
populations   and   increasing   incomes   are   fueling   increases  in 
consumer   requirements.      Prices    for   all  meats    in   these  major 
markets   have  continued   to   rise,    particularly   for  beef. 

In   the  major   beef   exporting   countries,    production   is  fore- 
cast  to   drop  by  over   8  percent    (Table   5).     Rising   prices  in 
these   countries  are   encouraging   producers   to   begin  rebuilding 
herds  after   recent  years   of   relatively  low  prices   and  high 
slaughter   rates.     Firm  export   prices   continue   to  draw 
supplies    from  domestic   markets.      In  many   cases    this  will 
cause   declines   in   domestic   beef   consumption   in  these 
exporting  countries. 

Revised   estimates   of    1978   beef   production   in  major  exporting 
countries   indicate   that   cattle   slaughter   remained  somewhat 
higher   during   the   latter   part   of    the   year   than  anticipated. 
It   appears   that   the   long   awaited   turn-around   in   the  cattle 
cycle  was   delayed   and   herd   rebuilding  may   only  now  be  starting. 

J^/   Unless   otherwise   indicated,    red  meat   trade   is    in   terms  of 
carcass   weight    (bone-in)    equivalents;    poultry   trade   is   on  a 
product  weight  basis. 

This   circular  was   prepared   by   the  Dairy,    Livestock  and 
Poultry  Division,    CP/FAS.      For   further   information  contact 
Richard  J.    Cannon,  202/447-8031 


Estimates   of   beginning   1979  year   cattle   inventories    in  beef 
exporting   countries   such  as   Australia,    New  Zealand,  and 
Argentina  are  at   or   below   1972  levels. 

The   situation  is   similar   in  major   importing   areas   of  North 
America.      Canadian  cattle   herds   are   also   at    1972   levels.  In 
the  United   States,   herd   liquidation   since    1975  has   drawn  the 
cattle   inventory  down   to   about    111   million  head,    the  lowest 
level   since    1970.      With   inventories   at    these   levels,  it 
appears   that   several   years   of   herd   rebuilding  will  be 
required   before   beef   supplies   can   return   to   the   high  levels 
of   1976   through  1978. 
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Major  Importers 

United  States 

U.S.    beef   output   during   the   first   quarter   of    1979   declined  9 
percent   from   the   year   earlier    level   and   7   percent  compared 
with   the   average   of    the   last    two   quarters   of    1978.  The 
outlook  for   the  entire  year   indicates   that   beef  production 
will   be   around    10   percent   below   that   of   1978.      Strong  con- 
sumer  preference   for   beef   continues   even   though  prices  for 
all   categories   of   cattle  and   beef   have  attained   record  high 
levels . 

The  most   dramatic   price   increases   have  been   in  prices  of 
utility   cows,    canner   and   cutter   cattle,    and   feeder  cattle, 
the   result   of   the  high  rate   of   cow  slaughter   in  recent  years. 
The  most   significant    increases    in   beef   prices   have   been  for 
boneless   manufacturing   beef,    both   domestic   and   imported  prod- 
uct.     In  addition   to   expected   tight   supplies   of    these  meats 
for   the   next   few  years,    the   rapid   growth   in   fast-food  chains 
using   hamburgers     as   a   featured   item,    has   contributed  this 
escalation  of   price   for   lean  beef. 

Grain-fed  beef   supplies   in   1979  are   expected   to   be   a  little 
lower   than   in   1978.      Sustained   demand   for   leaner   beef  could 
cause  a   larger   portion  of   fed  beef   to   be   ground   into  ham- 
burger . 

Imports   of  manufacturing   beef   are   expected   to   be   at  a 
record  high  in   1979,    but   not   nearly  enough  to  match  the 
decline   in   domestic   output.      About   85-90   percent   of   U.S.  beef 
imports   are   subject    to    the    1964  Meat   Import   Act.      In  1979 
imports   under   this   act   will   be   limited   to   1.57   billion  pounds 
(product  weight)   by  a  program  of   voluntary  restraint 
agreements   negotiated  with   supplying   countries.      Due    to  tight 
supplies    in   these   countries   and   commitments    to   other  markets 
as  well,    it   is   doubtful   that   very  much  additional   beef  could 
be  made   available   to    the   U.S.   market   even   if    restraints  on 
imports  were   to   be   completely  removed. 

Combined  pork  and  poultry  output   is   forecast   to  increase 
about   10-11   percent   in   1979.      These   production   levels  would 
make  up   for   the   decline   in   beef    supplies    so    that    total  red 
meat   and   poultry   consumption  would   about   equal   1978's  per 
capita   consumption   of   243  pounds   per  person. 

The   most   recent   reports    indicate   pork   supplies   could  grow 

by  some   12-14  percent   during   1979  with   the   greatest  increases 
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coming   toward   the  latter   part   of   the   year.      As   of  March  1, 

1979,    hog  and   pig  inventories   in   14   U.S.    states    surveyed  were 

reported   to   be   13  percent   above   one   year   ago   levels.  These 

14  states   usually  account   for   about   85   percent   of   the  U.S. 
total . 


European  Community 

Total  meat  output   is   forecast   to   rise  about   2  percent 

with   the   largest   gain   in   pork.      However,    expansion  in 

hog  numbers   seems   to   be   slowing   because   of   rising  feed 

costs   and   continued   low  hog   prices.     EC   hog   carcass  prices 

were   18  percent   below  the   reference   price   in  February 

and   9   percent   below   those   of   a  year   ago.      Only   in   the  United 

Kingdom  and   Italy  were   prices   above   intervention  levels. 

U.S.    imports   of   pork   in   1979   are   forecast   lower    than  last 
year's.     The   level   of   pork  exports   will   be   influenced   by  the 
outcome   of  Multinational  Trade  Negotiations   on  European  sub- 
sidies  and  U.S.      countervailing   duty   policy  on   canned  hams, 
but   is   forecast   to   be   below   1978's  level. 


The   recent   trend   of   relatively   stable   beef   and   veal  produc- 
tion  in   the  EC   is   expected   to   continue   in   1979.  However, 
current  high  world   prices   for   beef   have  helped   the  Community 
lower   its   level   of   intervention   stocks,    as   a   large  portion 
has   been  moving   into   third   country  markets.      From  a  high  of 
almost   325,000   tons,    product  weight,    at   the   beginning  of 
1978,    intervention  stocks   had   fallen   to   approximately  210,000 
tons   by   the   beginning   of   1979  and   then   to   around   155,000  tons 
by   the   first   of  March   this  year. 


Canada 


Canada's  January   1,    1979,    cattle   herd   inventory  was  estimated 
at    12.3  million  head,    down  4   percent   from   the   1978  level. 
The   beef   cow  herd   declined   5   percent   during   1978,    and   it  now 
appears   that   rebuilding   of    the   breeding  herd  will   not  occur 
until   the   latter   part   of    1979.      Beef   and   veal   exports  are 
expected   to   be   off   considerably   in   1979,    as   production  de- 
clines  an  estimated   10  percent.      Imports   may  be   up  slightly 
this   year  but   as   in   1978,    imports   are   subject   to   quota.  The 
quota  was   increased   about   5   percent   for    1979   to   70,308  tons, 
product   weight,    even   though   the   quota  was   not   filled  last 
year . 

In   contrast   to   the   beef   situation,    pork  production  expanded 
greatly   in   1978  and   this   expansion   is   expected   to   continue  in 
1979.      Expansion  has   been   the   greatest   in   the   east,    but  some 
market   analysts   are   now  predicting   that    the   rate   of  growth 
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in  production   in  western   Canada  will   pick  up   in  1979. 
However,    expansion   in   the   west   may  not  match   that    in  the 
east. 


For   the   first    time   in   several   years   Canadian   pork,  exports 
exceeded   imports   in    1978.      A  relatively  weaker  Canadian 
dollar,    as   well   as   sluggish   expansion   in  U.S.    hog  production, 
caused   an   increase   in   pork   exports    to,    and   a   reduction  in 
imports   from,    the   United   States    in   1978.      However,  heavy 
exports    to   Japan,    Canada's   major   export  market   for   pork,  more 
than  offset   the   pork   trade   deficit   with   the   United  States. 
Canada   should   remain  a   small   net   pork  exporter   in  1979. 

Poultry   production   in   Canada   is   heavily   controlled  by 
national   or   provincial   marketing   boards.      Turkey  production 
and   imports   are   subject   to   quotas,    both   of   which  were 
increased   during   1978   because   of    tight   supplies.      For  1979, 
the   turkey  production  quota   has   been   set   at    104,000   tons,  18 
percent   above   the   initial    1978   level.      The   import  quota 
should   likewise   be   increased   to   around   2,000  tons. 

In   late    1978,    the   Canadian  Government   announced  the 
establishment   of   the   National   Chicken  Marketing  Agency. 
Like   the   turkey  agency,    the   aim  of   this   agency   is    to  manage 
the   supply   of   chickens   in   Canada   through  production  and 
import   quotas.      However,    it   will   likely   be   mid-1979   or  later 
before   it   is   fully   operational   and   production  and  import 
quotas   are  set. 

Japan 

With  relatively  low  supplies   of   fish  and  higher  availabi- 
lity  of  meats,    consumption   of   meat   in  Japan   is   expected  to 
continue   to   grow   in   1979.      The   trend   from   fish   to   meat  con- 
sumption has   been  accelerated   in   recent   years   by  changes  in 
relative   prices   of   the   products   involved.      Since    1976,  retail 
prices   for  most   types   of   fish  have   risen   by  about    30  percent, 
caused   in  part   by   the   200-mile   fishing   restrictions  imposed 
by   several   countries   in   1976-77.      Meanwhile,   meat   prices  have 
remained   near   their    1976   levels.      As   a   result,   meat  consump- 
tion  from   1976-78   --   though   still   low  compared  with  U.S. 
levels   —  rose   by   18   percent,   while   fish   consumption  declined 
slightly.      Meat   consumption   is    forecast   to   increase   5  percent 
in   1979,   while   fish  consumption  will   likely   remain  relatively 
stable. 

In   the   case   of   pork,   most   of    the   additional   demand   is  being 
supplied  by  increased  domestic   production.     Japanese  pork 
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imports   in   1979  are   forecast    to   drop  about    11   percent  because 
of   increased  domestic   pork  production  and   high  import  duties. 
If    this   occurs,   pork  imports   as   a   percent   of   Japanese  pork 
consumption  would   total   only   8   percent,    compared  with  an 
average  of   13   percent   during  1972-76. 

Beef   imports   also  have   shared   in   the   limited   expansion  of 
consumption.      This   has   resulted   from   the   limited  availability 
of   forage   supplies   in  Japan,    and   continued   pressure   from  beef 
exporting  countries   for   higher   Japanese   beef   imports.  For 
1979,    imports   are   expected   to   account   for   about   30   percent  of 
domestic   consumption,    compared  with  an  averge   of   26  percent 
during   1972-76.      Poultry   imports,    as   a   share   of   domestic  con- 
sumption,   have   remained   relatively   stable   at   4-5  percent. 


USSR  a nd  Eastern  Europe 


With  a  good   1 i ve s t oc k- f e e d   base   and   record   beginning  1979 
inventory   levels    (especially   for   hogs   and   poultry)    in  the 
Soviet  Union,    total  meat   output   is   expected   to  increase 
significantly   over   the    1978   level   of    15.2  million  tons 
(including   fats   and   offals).      In   spite   of   these  projected 
production   levels,    the   Soviets   were   back   in   the  market  for 
beef  and  mutton   from  Western   suppliers   at    the   beginning  of 
the  year.      To   date,    the  USSR  has   purchased   10,000   tons  of 
beef,    product   weight,    from  Australia   for   early   1979  delivery. 
Mutton  purchases   from  New  Zealand  have   totaled   about  50,000 
tons.      However,    imports   of  meat   and  meat   products   are  not 
expected   to   differ   greatly   from   the   1978   level   of  183,000 
tons.      The  major   deterent   to   large   future   purchases    is  price. 

In  Eastern  Europe   an  adequate   feed   base   coupled  with  current 
heavy   importation   of   U.S.    grains   should   result   in  moderate 
gains   in   regional  meat   output   levels   for   the   current  year. 
Of   all   the  East   European  countries,   Yugoslavia   appears    to  be 
the   only   one   currently   in   the  market   for   boneless   beef  from 
New  Zealand.      Trade   reports   indicate   that   Yugoslavia  may 
purchase   as   much  as    14,000   tons   for   calendar    1979.  The 
remaining   countries   are   currently   committed   to   relying  on 
domestic  meat   supplies    to   satisfy   growing   consumer   demand  for 
meat.      Any   individual   country   import   needs   probably  will 
be   supplied   by  other  East   European  countries   rather   than  by 
Western   sources.      Once   again,    price  will   be    the   deterrent  to 
importing   from  Oceania. 
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Brazil 


Revised   estimates   of   cattle   inventories    in   Brazil  place 
1979   beginning   levels   at   about   90  million  head,  slightly 
above   those   of   a  year  earlier.     Higher   prices   during  1978 
induced   producers   to   retain  more   cattle   for   breeding  pur- 
poses.     With   continuation  of   high  prices   expected,  herd 
rebuilding  may  continue,    resulting   in  higher   inventories  at 
the   end   of    the   year.      Production   in   1979   is    forecast   at  2.2 
million   tons,    slightly   below  last  year's. 

Domestic   consumption   requirements   are   expected   to  remain 
close   to   1978's   relatively  high  level.      This   factor,  plus 
continued   strong  demand   for   beef   for   export,    indicate   a  high 
import   requirement   in   Brazil   again   in   1979.      The  latest 
upward   revision   of   estimated   imports    takes    into   account  some 
beef   scheduled   for   delivery   in   1978  which  was   delayed  because 
of   price  negotiations.     Forecasts   of   imports   range  from 
100,000   to   200,000   tons   depending  upon  whether   prices  prevail 
above  or   below  $1,100  per   ton  and  depending  upon  quantities 
available   from  Argentina  and  Uruguay. 

Over   97  percent  of  Brazil's   exports   are   processed  beef  such 
as   canned  corned  beef   and   cooked,    frozen  beef.     The  United 
Kingdom  and  United  States   are   two   of   the   largest  traditional 
export  outlets. 

Major  Exporters 

Australia 

The   turnaround   in   the  Australian  cattle   cycle  will  likely 
be  more  gradual   than  anticipated   earlier.      It   had  been 
expected   that   improved  cattle   prices   and   favorable  weather 
conditions   during   the   latter   part   of   1978  would  encourage 
cattle  producers   to  halt   their   liquidation  of  breeding 
herds.      However,    cow  and   heifer   slaughter   going   into  1979 
remained  relatively  high,    caused  partly  by   the   poor  finan- 
cial position  of  many  producers. 

With  a   strong   export   demand   expected   for   1979,  producers 
should   regain  some  confidence   in   the   future   profitability  of 
cattle   raising   for   the   first   time   in  several   years.  This 
will   likely  cause  a   stabilization  of   the  Australian  cattle 
herd   this   year,   and  possibly  bring  about  moderate  rebuilding 
of   breeding  herds. 

Because   of   lower   beginning-year   cattle   numbers   and  the 
expected   rebuilding  of   herds,   Australian  beef   supplies  will 
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be  much  reduced   in   1979.      With   the   lower   production  level 
and   expected   higher   beef   prices,    exports   are   expected   to  be 
off    14  percent   and  domestic   consumption  may   drop   15  percent. 
About   80  percent   of   Australia's   beef   exports    in   1979  are 
expected   to   be   shipped   to   the   four   premium  markets--the 
United  States,    Canada,   Japan,    and   the   Republic   of  Korea. 


New  Zealand 


The   cattle  herd   in  New  Zealand   should   remain  relatively 
stable   during   the  next   2-3  years.      Despite    the  sharp 
increases   in  cattle   prices,    returns   from   lamb   and  wool  pro- 
duction have   remained  more   favorable   than   those   from  cattle 
raising.      Furthermore,    producers   appear  more   optimistic  about 
the   long   term  outlook,   for   sheep   than   for   cattle   because  of 
the   low  cattle   prices   witnessed   in   recent  years. 


For   1979,    the  meat   supply   situation  will   be   characterized  by 
lower   beef   production  and  higher   lamb   and  mutton  output.  The 
expected   9   percent   decline   in   beef   output   will   be  offset 
somewhat   by   relatively  high   stock   levels,    so    that   exports  are 
forecast   to   drop  by   7   percent.      Because   of   high  North 
American  beef   prices.    New  Zealand's   exports    to    the  United 
States   and  Canada  are   expected   to   increase   4-6   percent  above 

1978  levels,   while   exports    to   other  markets   will   likely  drop 
40-45  percent.      About   85   percent   of   New  Zealand's  exports 
probably  will   be   shipped   to   North  American  markets    in  1979, 
compared  with   75   percent   in  1978. 

Mutton  sales  to  the  Soviet  Union,  virtually  nil  in  1978,  have 
now  been  made.      Two   substantial   orders    received   in  January 

1979  plus   a   smaller   amount    in  March,    should   total  nearly 
50,000   tons   for   delivery   this  year. 


Central  America 


Beef   and  veal   output   in   Central  American   countries  J^/  is 
expected   to   increase   3   percent   in   1979.      Regional   beef  pro- 
duction will   be   up   primarily   because   of   more   cattle  available 
for   slaughter.      Cattle  weights   are   slightly  higher  compared 
with   those   of   a  year   ago,   mostly   because   of   an  excellent 
rainy   season   in   the   latter   part   of   1978.      Two  months   into  the 
dry   season,    pasture   conditions   are    just   now  changing  from 
excellent    to  good. 

_1      For   this   publication.    Central  America   consists   of  the 
Dominican  Republic,    Haiti,    Belize,    Costa   Rica,  El 
Salvador,    Guatemala,    Honduras,    Nicaragua,    and  Panama. 
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Anticipated   higher   beef   production  will   increase  both 
domestic   consumption  and   export   availability.      Exports  are 
expected   to   rise   by  a   greater   percentage   than  domestic 
consumption.      As    in   the   past,    the   United   States   continues  to 
be   the   traditional  market   for   Central   American  beef. 
Attractive  U.S.    prices    for   imported   boneless   beef  will 
encourage   Central   American   cattle   producers    to   fill  their 
voluntary   restraint   level   of    115,304  metric    tons,  product 
weight.      As   of   March   3,    U.S.    imports   of   Central   American  beef 
totaled   30,987   metric   tons,    product   weight,    slightly   ahead  of 
schedule   and   61   percent   above   the   corresponding   period   in  1978. 

Mexico 

The   major   development   in   the   first   quarter   of    1979  was  that 
Mexico   temporarily   closed   its   borders    to   beef   exports  on 
January   18.      At    that    time,    the   Government   of   Mexico  stated 
the   reason  was    the   substantial   increase    in   domestic  retail 
beef   prices   in  Mexico   City  and   the   hope    that    increases  in 
domestic   availability  would   bring   them  down.      Mexican  offi- 
cials  are   hopeful   that    they   can   resume   beef    shipments  by 
July,    although  exports   are   expected   to   decline   from  1978 
levels. 

Concurrent   with   the   beef   export   ban,    the   Mexican  Government 
also   banned   live   cattle   exports.      According   to   Mexican  offi- 
cials,   this   ban  was   lifted   on   the   23rd   of   January.  However, 
only   contracts   negotiated   prior   to   the    18th   can   be  honored 
and,    reportedly,    no   new  contracts   can   be   negotiated.  Thus, 
the  movement   of   feeder   cattle   across    the   border   ceased  after 
April    1   and  may  not   resume  until    the   beginning   of    the  new 
marketing   year   on   September  1. 

Lower    1979   beef   production   levels   are   expected   following  the 
severe   drought   in    1978   that   caused   a   drop   in   cattle  inven- 
tories  and   at   the   same   time   a   higher   than  usual   level  of 
feeder   cattle   exports    to    the   United   States.  Anticipated 
lower   beef   production   in    1979  will   reduce   domestic  supply 
availabilities,    but   higher   pork  and   poultry   supplies  should 
help   to   offset   the   decline   in  beef. 

Since   the   export   ban   on  beef   is   expected   to   continue  until 
summer,    the  Mexicans   may   be   unable   to   fill   their   1979  volun- 
tary  restraint   level   of   34,746  metric    tons,    product  weight, 
to   the   United   States.      Exports    to   Japan,   which  amounted  to 
1,300   tons   in   1978,    are   expected   to   drop  also. 
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The  Mexican  Government  has   sent   a   delegation   to  Australia 
in   the  hope   of   purchasing   initially   18,500  metric   tons  of 
boneless   beef.     This   indicates   that   the  Mexican  Government 
may  be   trying   to   supplement   the   domestic  market   by  imports 
and   thereby   release   their   own  beef   for   export.      The  deter- 
mining  factors  will  be   price   and  Australia's   ability  to 
supply   this   market   in  addition   to  others. 


Argentina 

Producer   dissatisfaction  with   low  prices   early   in  1978 
encouraged  herd   liquidation,    resulting   in  a  record-breaking 
cattle   slaughter,    nearly   11   percent   above   the    1977   level  of 
14.7  million.      Later   in   the   year,    export   demand  strengthened 
significantly  and   pushed   prices   upward.      In   1979   total  cattle 
slaughter   is   forecast   to   be   slightly   less    than   1978.  As 
higher   cattle   prices   encourage   herd   rebuilding,    slaughter  may 
return   to   a  more   normal   rate   of   25   percent   of    the  beginning 
inventory   compared  with   27   percent   last  year. 

Beef   production   in   1979   is    forecast    to   drop   to   2.9  million 
tons,   but   will   still   be   the   second   largest   production  level 
on  record   in  Argentina.      Export   demand   should   still   be  rela- 
tively high   1979,    especially   from  Brazil.      However,    as  a 
result   of   reduced   slaughter   and  production,    beef   exports  in 
1979  are   forecast   to   be   below   the   near   record   744,000  tons 
in   1978.      Domestic   consumption   is    forecast    to   be   down  nearly 
5   percent . 


Uruguay 

Uruguay's   cattle   inventory   increased   2   percent   in   1978,  as 
slaughter  was   less   than  earlier   anticipated   because  of 
reduced   exports   in  November   and  December.      During   part   of  the 
fourth  quarter   of    1978   the   Government   prohibited   beef  exports 
in  order   to   insure   domestic  availability. 


Since   the   new  agricultural   policies    to   encourage   cattle  pro- 
duction were   announced   last   August    the   demand   for   cows  and 
heifers   has   been   strong   and   prices    for   females   ready  for 
breeding  has  more   than  doubled.      The   current   price   is  about 
NUP   800  per  head  ($112). 

For   1979,   cattle   slaughter   is   forecast   to   decrease   to  1.6 
million  head  as   herd   building   takes   place   in   response   to  the 
new  economic   policies.      Beef   production   is    therefore  forecast 


-10- 


to  drop  about  24,000  tons  below  last  year's  production  of 
354,000  tons.  Beef  consumption  in  1979  is  expected  to  be 
slightly   less   than   1978's   record   of   242,000  tons. 


Uruguayan   beef   exports   have   dropped   a   total   of   54  percent 
since   the    1976   record   of    194,000   tons,   while   domestic  con- 
sumption has   increased    13   percent   during   the   same  period. 


Beef   exports   in   1979   are   forecast   at   90,000   tons,    a   20  per- 
cent  decline   from   the    1978   level.      This   decline   is    based  on 
estimates   of   reduced   slaughter   and   relatively   stable  domestic 
consumption   in  1979. 
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TABLE    1--BEEF   AND   VEAL;      IMPORTS    BY    SKLKCTEO   COUNTRIES    AND  TOTAL 
FOR  ALL   COUNTRIES,    1976-79    (CARCASS   WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT) 

(In   thousands   of  metric  tons)  


Es  timated 

Forecast 

Percent 

Country 

.  1976 

1977 

1978 

197  9  U 

Changes 

1979/78 

United  States 

953 

890 

1  ,  050 

1,125 

7  . 1 

EC  2/ 

458 

457 

477 

485 

1.7 

P  a  n  ;i  d 

142 

89 

85 

89 

4.7 

Japan 

130 

121 

140 

170 

21.4 

S  pa  in 

44 

50 

45 

60 

33.  3 

Greece 

79 

90 

90 

100 

11.1 

Switzerland 

15 

15 

17 

18 

5.8 

German  Democratic  Rep. 

9 

9 

10 

12 

20.  0 

USSR 

275 

350 

100 

100 

Brazil 

27 

35 

100 

130 

30  .  0 

Portugal 

36 

53 

17 

23 

35  .  3 

Korea,    Republic  of 

1 

8 

67 

63 

-6  .  0 

Other  countries 

777 

817 

850 

700 

-17.6 

Total 

2  ,  947 

2,984 

3  ,  048 

3,075 

0.9 

1./   FAS   forecasts.      2^/   Excludes  intra-trade. 


TABLE    2 — BEEF   AND   VEAL.    EXPORTS    BY    SELECTED    COUNTRIES    AND  TOTAL 

FOR  ALL   COUNTRIES,    1976-79    (CARCASS   WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT) 
 (In   thousands   of  metric  tons)  


Es  timated 

Forecast 

.  Percent 

C  0  un t  r y 

1976 

1977 

1978 

:      197  9  J^/ 

.  Changes 

1979/78 

P.L.    88-482:  2/ 

Aus  t  r a 1 ia 

860 

1  ,  061 

1,154 

993 

:  -14.0 

New  Zealand  3/ 

383 

384 

346 

325 

.      -  6.1 

Canada 

59 

51 

43 

:  35 

:  -18.6 

Mexico 

23 

30 

27 

26 

:  3.7 

Central  America  4/ 

145 

126 

149 

165 

10.7 

Subtotal  ~ 

1  ,470 

1  ,  652 

1,719 

1  ,544 

-10.1 

EC  5/ 

195 

145 

160 

170 

6.3 

Argent  ina 

534 

605 

744 

700 

-5.9 

Ur  uguay 

195 

129 

112 

90 

-19.7 

Other  countries 

560 

560 

495 

500 

1  .  0 

Subtotal 

1  ,  484 

1  ,439 

1,511 

1  ,460 

-2  .  7 

Grand  Total 

2  ,954 

3,091 

3  ,230 

3  ,  004 

-6.9 

1/    FAS   forecasts.      2^/   Excludes    Ireland.      3^/   Year   ending  September. 


4_/   Includes   Dominican  Republic   and  Haiti.     _5/   Excludes  intra-trade. 
SOURCE:      Reports   of   U.S.    Agricultural   Attaches   and    related  information 
MAY    1979  Commodity   Programs,    FAS,  USDA 
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TABLE    3 — MEAT   PRODUCTION    IN   MAJOR   IMPORTING   AREAS,  1976-79 

CARCASS   WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT 
( I n   thousands   of  metric  tons)  


P  o  T"  r*  £3  n 

\>  \j  111  ui  u  J.  i_  y 

t             O  ^  -L  111  CI  I.  C  U 

r*  Vi  Q  n  p  p 

and  Country 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979  1/ 

1979/78 

Beef   and   Veal : 

United  States 

.  12,166 

1 1 , 845 

1 1 , 283 

10,073 

:  -10.7 

Canada 

:  1,162 

1  ,  143 

:  1,045 

:  945 

:  -9.6 

EC 

:  6,528 

6  ,  390 

6,366 

6,494 

:  2.0 

Japan  2/ 

:  298 

361 

405 

405 



Total 

:  20,154 

19,739 

19 ,099 

17,917 

-6.2 

Pork  : 

United  States 

:  5,755 

6,009 

6,075 

6,  869 

:  13.1 

Canada 

:  533 

539 

620 

:  690 

:  11.3 

EC 

:  7,854 

8,221 

:  8,643 

8,849 

:  2.4 

Japan   2 / 

:  1,056 

1,169 

1  ,  285 

1  ,  385 

7.8 

Total 

:  15,196 

15,935 

16,623 

17,793 

7  .  1 

Mutton  and  Lamb: 

Un  i  ted  States 

:  168 

159 

140 

:  141 

:  0.7 

Canada 

:  7 

5 

:  5 

5 

:  — 

EC 

:  539 

516 

:  523 

:  534 

:  2.1 

Japan  2/ 

:  3/ 

:  3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

Total 

:  714 

680 

668 

680 

1  .  5 

Poultry:  4/ 

United  States 

5,  379 

5  ,  537 

5,875 

6  ,  300 

:  7.2 

Canada 

458 

462 

480 

521 

:  8.5 

EC 

3,  348 

3,464 

3,  567 

3,  655 

2 .  5 

Japan 

839 

922 

1  ,  025 

1,095 

6  .  8 

Total 

10,024 

10 , 385 

10,947 

11,571 

5  .  7 

To  tal  meat : 

United  States 

23,466 

23 , 550 

23, 373 

23 , 383 

0.0 

Canada 

2,  160 

2,  149 

2,150 

2,  161 

0.5 

EC 

18,269 

18  ,  591 

19,099 

19,532 

2.3 

Japan 

2,193 

2,452 

2,715  : 

2  ,  885 

6.3 

Total 

46,088  : 

46,739  : 

47,337  : 

47,961 

1 .  3 

1/   FAS   forecast.      2/   Prior   to    1976   Japanese  Ministry   of   Health   and  Welfare, 


1976  forward  Japanese  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry.  3/  Less 
than  500   tons.      4_/   Product   weight   basis.  ~ 

SOURCE:      Reports   of   U.S.   Agricultural   Attaches   and   related  information 

MAY   1979  Commodity   Programs,   FAS,  USDA 
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TABLE    4 — NET   MEAT    IMPORTS    IN   MAJOR   IMPORTING   ARE AS - -  1 9 7 6 - 7 9 

(CARCASS   WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT) 
(In   thousands   of  metric  tons)  


Commodity 
and  Country 


Beef  and  veal: 
United  States 

Canada  

EC  II  

Japan  

Total 


Pork. : 

United  States 

Canada  

EC  II  

Japan  

Total 

Mutton  and  lamb 
United  States 

Canada  

EC   II  , 

Japan  

Total 

Poultry:  3^/ 

United  States 
Canada . 
EC  II.. 
Japan.  . 
Total 


Total  meat 

United  States 
Canada . 
EC  II.. 
Japan.  . 
To  tal 


1976 


912 
84 
263 
130 


1  ,  389 


69 
50 
-33 
204 


290 


15 
15 
254 
272 


556 


■183 
32 

-99 
36 


■214 


813 
183 
385 
642 


2,021 


1977 


844 
38 
312 
121 


1,315 


66 
46 
-82 
152 


182 


8 
13 
254 
296 


571 


-189 
24 

-156 
45 


-276 


729 
121 
328 
614 


1  ,792 


Est  imated 
1978 


985 
42 
317 
140 


1  ,484 


120 
-3 
-20 
135 


232 


15 
15 
240 
275 


545 


195 
21 

130 
49 


-255 


925 
75 
407 
599 


2  ,006 


Forecast 
1979 


1  ,  060 
54 
315 
170 


1  ,599 


125 
-10 
-10 
120 


225 


15 
18 
240 
255 


528 


-200 
20 

-120 
53 


-247 


1,000 
82 
425 
598 


2.105 


Percent 
Change  s 
1979/78 


7.6 
28  .  5 
-0  .  6 
21.4 


7.7 


4.2 

■50.0 
■11.1 


-  3.0 


20  .  0 
-7.3 


-3  .  1 


2.6 
-4.8 
■7  .  7 

8.2 


-3.3 


8.1 
9.3 
4.4 
■0.2 


4.9 


_1/   FAS   forecasts.      l_l   Excludes   intra-trade.      Z_l   Product   weight  basis. 
SOURCE:      Reports   of   U.S.   Agricultural  Attaches   and   Related  Information 
MAY   1979  Commodity   Programs,   FAS,  USDA 
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TABLE    5--PR0DUCTI0N   AND   EXPORTS   OF   BEEF   AND   VEAL   BY  MAJOR 
EXPORTING   COUNTRIES — 1976-79    (CARCASS   WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT) 
 (In   thousands   of  metric  tons) 


Item 

:  1976 

:  1977 

:    Est  imated 
:  1978 

.  Forecast 
:        1979  U 

:  Percent 
:  Changes 
19  7  9/78 

Production: 

P.L.    88-482   countries  :  2^/ 
Central  America  4/.... 

:  1,870 
:  628 
:  371 
:  918 

:  2,124 
:  558 
:  379 
974 

:  2,092 
:  549 
:  435 
1  ,  054 

:  1,792 
:  500 
:  446 
1  ,037 

:  -14.3 
:  -8.9 
:  2.5 
1.6 

:  3,787 

.  4,035 

4,130 

3,775 

-8.6 

Other : 

:  2,811 
:  405 

:  2,890 
363 

:  3,192 
354 

:  2,925 
330 

:  -8.4 
-6.8 

ExDorts:  i 
P.L.    88-482   countries  :  2^/  : 

Central  America   4/....  : 

:  3,216 

:  3,253 

3  ,546 

3,255 

-8.2 

:  7,003 

.  7,288 

7,676 

7  ,030 

-8.4 

860 
383 
145 
23  : 

1,061  : 
384  . 
126 
30  : 

1,154 
346 
149 
27  : 

993 
325 
165 
26  : 

-14.0 
-6.1 
10  .  7 
3.3 

1,411  : 

1,601  : 

1,676  : 

1,509 

-9.8 

Other : 

534 
195  . 

605 
129 

744 
112 

700 
90 

-5.9 
-19.6 

729 

734 

856 

790 

-7.7 

2,  140 

2  ,  335 

2,532 

2,299 

-9  .  1 

_1/   FAS   forecasts.      2_/     Excludes   Canada   and   Ireland.      3^/   Year   ending  September. 


4^/   Includes  Haiti   and  Dominican  Republic. 
SOURCE:      Reports   of   U.S.   Agricultural   Attaches   and  Related  Information 
MAY    1979  Commodity   Programs,    FAS,  USDA 
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TABLE    6--PR0DUCTI0N   AND   EXPORTS   OF   MUTTON   AND   LAMB   BY  MAJOR 
EXPORTING   COUNTRIES--1976-79    (CARCASS   WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT) 


 (In   thousands   of  metric  tons)  

:  :  :  :  :  Percent 

Country  :      1976      :      1977        :   Estimate    :    Forecast    :  Changes 

:  :  :        1978        :      1979    1/    :  1979/78 


Production:  :  :  :  :  : 

Australia   :  592  :  539  :  491  :  482  :  -1  .8 

New  Zealand   ll   :  513  :  498  :  498  :  530  :  6.4 

Argentina   :  127  ;  134  :  131  :  130  :  -0.8 

Total   :  1  ,  232  :  1  ,  17  1  :  1,1  20  ;  1,142  :  2.0 


Exports:  :  :  :  :  : 

Australia   :  263  :        272  :        240  :        215  :    -10  .4 

New  Zealand   2^/   :  405  :        406  :        378  :        410  :  8.5 

Argentina   :  39  :  42  :  35  ;  35  \  ^ 

Total   :  707  :        720  :        653  :        660  :        1  .1 


J^/   FAS   forecasts.      2^/  Year   ending  September. 

SOURCE:  Reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Related  Information. 
MAY    1979  Commodity   Programs,    FAS,  USDA 


